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Japan and the Golden Anniversary of SID
Brian Berkeley, SID President

This month, the Society
for Information Display is
celebrating a very
important milestone, its
50th anniversary. SID
started in a conference
room at UCLA’s Boelter
Hall on September 29,
1962, in room 3400. SID
grew out of the Space Age
and grew up with the aerospace industry,
among others, as a leader in new frontiers in
engineering. SID championed a systems
engineering approach to development of new
electronic technologies which were made
possible by a multidiscipline methodology.
The electronic display as we know it today is
the most complex and most interdisciplinary
component ever made. SID has filled a need
that could not be met by any other professional
organization, and SID remains the best place in
the world today to learn and report about
developments in all of the myriad areas of
display components, display integration,
display manufacturing, visual perception, and
more recently, display user interface, including
touch and gesture input.

Looking back on 50 years of display history,
Japan has played a critical role with so many
key developments in the field of displays. The
Japan Chapter of SID helped lead the way for
SID into Asia, which has been critical because
Asia is the world’s foremost region for display
research, development, and mass production.
In terms of membership, the Japan Chapter
has been SID’s largest chapter for many years,
and it remains the largest chapter for SID
today. I encourage everyone to recruit
additional members to SID’s Japan Chapter,
and to SID chapters around the world. 1

would also like to express heartfelt thanks to
all of the volunteers of SID who have built the
Society to what it is today.

Let me share the following key goals that I
have set for my term as SID President:

1) Grow the membership base of the Society.
2) Offer increased benefits for all of our members.

3) Offer more educational opportunities, as we
have already started with our members-only
webinar series and this year’s Innovation
Zone at the Display Week exhibition held in
Boston.

4) Keep SID on a track toward financial health,
so that we can sustainably serve our members
and promote display research, development,
and manufacturing.

5) Raise the prestige of, and increase access to,
SID publications. In particular, put the
Journal of the SID on a path to full SCI
recognition by raising JSID’s impact factor.

6) Maintain SID’s annual conference as the
premier venue for sharing technical
information in the field of displays, while also
increasing Display Week’s viability as a place
to do business in displays.

Our display products are enablers to many new
products in the 21st Century. Just in the past
ten years, innovations that were first reported
at SID have enabled pervasive flat screen
televisions, smart phones, tablets, and many
other world-changing products that otherwise
would not have been possible. Displays will
always be important, and we can look forward
to the next 50 years of innovation in the
electronic display field. Congratulations to
everyone on SID’s 50t anniversary!
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